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ready for service ; and when you tire of it you have only
to switch it off. A blessing on it for that! Heard melodies
may be sweet, but those unheard are often sweeter. Do
you ever reflect, when you pick and choose among the
multitude of airs and voices, or shut out all from your
solitude of thought, that they are still there, physically
present, individual, distinct, crowding yet not interfering,
besetting you though you do not perceive them, silent
until you determine that one or another shall catch your
ear ? Go where you will, to the ocean or the wilderness
or the Pole, you cannot escape that vast company of
attendants; they come to you, unheard, unseen, from
every quarter of the globe with a swiftness no other
messengers approach. Is any fairy tale so strange as
that reality ? In all the wizardry of science surely there
is nothing more wonderful than this.

IV

Among the inventions which have revolutionized the
habits of modern man some were developed by steps
that were mainly empirical. Others, especially those
that are most recent, have had a very different history:
science has been their incubator and their forcing-house.
In the advance of any invention there is bound to be an
element of trial and error, but when the scientific method
is consistently applied the proportion of error is small
and progress is swift. We see this exemplified in the
development of mechanical flight, where one difficulty
after another has been vanquished by aid of well-directed
theory and well-related experiment. Or consider that
immensely important modern art, the art of communi-
cation by telegraph and telephone, by wire and * wireless *.
There the efforts of scientific engineers were dominant
at every stage, and it was through their guidance that